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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the button". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. For further consideration on the merits, it is 
assumed that claim 6 depends on claim 5. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must 
show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the 
elements of claim 8 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). 
No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

e) the invention was described in — (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for the purposes of this subsection 
of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language; 

2. Claims 1-4,7-10,12-16,20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Setlak (6067368). 

Setlak shows a fingerprint analyzing system where the fingerprint analysis 
unit is unpowered until the finger pushes to operate a switch 54. The fingerprint 
is read using electrical properties, but Setlak discusses optical fingerprint readers 
also. Figure 12 shows a processor configured to create a digital representation 
of the detected fingerprint, which can be compared to a database of stored 
fingerprints (col. 1 lines 23-26). The fingerprint sensor window reads the distal 
end of the finger, and the finger is guided to the reader in a desired orientation. 

3. Claims 1,7-10,13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by O'Gorman (6970584). O'Gorman shows a fingerprint analyzing 
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system where the fingerprint analysis unit is unpowered until the finger pushes 

element 1 10 to operate a switch 160. The fingerprint device can be used to ~ 

authorize access to a computer or cell phone. Col. 1 lines 31 +. The element 110 : 

guides the finger into position for the reading element. The contact area where 

the finger meets the element 1 1 0 is elevated relative to the surface of the reading 

window. O'Gorman uses an LED to indicate to the user access granting, col. 6 

lines 28-39. 

4. Claims 1,7-10,13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 

anticipated by Yamagishi (6865913). Yamagishi shows a fingerprint analyzing 

system where the fingerprint analysis unit is unpowered until the finger pushes 

element 14 to operate a switch 14. The aperture 1 2 guides the finger into position r 

for the reading element. The contact area where the finger meets the element 14 

is elevated relative to the surface of the reading window. The fingerprint system 

is used to authorize access through a door generally made of wood or steel. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 

be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been ] 

obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which i 

said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the rl 

invention was made. El 

»4 
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5. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Setlak, O'Gorman and Yamagishi as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Srey (6141436). In an analogous art, Srey shows fingerprint-scanning 
device that is actuated by pressing a button 201 . The use of a pushbutton 

assures pressure is made with the scanning device during the scanning process. |" 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have used the pushbutton idea taught by Srey in the 
above fingerprint reading system since it would assure pressure was being made 
with the reader thus providing an accurate fingerprint reading. 

6. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Setlak, O'Gorman and Yamagishi as applied to claiml above, and further in view 
of Dixon (4633954). 

The examiner takes official notice that systems with battery saving modes L" 

i 

generally return to battery saving mode after an expiration of time in the active ! 
mode. As evidence, Dixon shows a power saving mode in a battery-operated | 
controller. The battery saving mode is again activated once a time has expired, 
to improve the battery saving in the system. See col. 9 lines 3-7. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have timed out of the active mode in the above 
systems and returned to the battery saving (power down) modes after the 
expiration of a time period to improve longevity of the batteries. 

i 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Brian A. Zimmerman whose telephone 
number is 571-272-3059. The examiner can normally be reached on 7 am to 4 
pm E.S.T. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mike Horabik can be reached on 571-272-3068. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-91^97 (toll- 
free). 
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